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Welcome Back and Happy New Year!   
Happy New Year and all the best for 2022!  We hope everyone had a healthy and 
happy Winter Break and all our students and staff had a great first day back!  We 
look forward to getting back into all the wonderful learning that takes place at OCV 
Elementary.  A reminder that Friday, January 21st is a Professional Activity Day 
and there is no school for students.   
 
We want to take this opportunity to provide an update about our Administrative Team.  Our Primary 
Vice Principal, Joëlle Rudick will be leaving OCV Elementary to pursue postgraduate studies for the 
remainder of the year.   We thank her for all her hard work at OCV and wish her all the best.  Vice 
Principal Harry de Roo will be replacing Madame Joëlle effective Monday, January 17th.  Harry de 
Roo has been a Vice Principal for almost 13 years and brings a wealth of knowledge and experience.  
Vice Principals de Roo and Rudick will be meeting frequently to ensure a smooth transition. 
 
Upcoming Registration Dates 
Kindergarten Registration Kick-off – Monday, January 17 to Monday, January 24, 2022 
Elementary Student Transfer Application Period – Monday, January 31 to Friday, February 11, 2022 
Middle French Immersion Registration Period – Monday, February 7 to Friday, February 11, 2022 
 
OCV Technology Tools Choice Board 
In case you missed the email in December, please see attached our OCV Tech Tools Choice Board.  

Topics include: Netiquette, OCV Website, Organizing Google Drive, 
Submitting Work Online, How to Bookmark, the Virtual Learning Environment, 
Google Read and Write and information on all of our resources – Raz Plus, 
Je lis, je lis littératie, Lexia Core5 and Lexia Power Up, Zorbits, 
Knowledgehook, Info-jeunes and Currents4Kids.  We understand the busy 
lives of our families; therefore we have made the choice board completely 
self-directed.  Only watch the information that interests you!  We hope you 
find this helpful as you continue to navigate virtual learning this year. 

 
Author Rachel Eugster to visit OCV Grade 2 Classes   
On January 14, Ottawa-based children’s author Rachel Eugster will visit OCV’s 
Grade 2 classes.  Using her picture book The Pocket Mommy as a launching pad, 
Rachel will focus her presentation on the many ways we can make ourselves feel 
safe and comforted in an uncertain world - and how things that cause concern in 
advance often turn out just fine in the end.  The students will be encouraged to think 
about objects and activities that make them feel better (a particular stuffy, a 
favourite food, a big hug).  Rachel will share books, music and activities, and will 
invite questions and discussion.  Students are welcome to have an object that 
brings them comfort nearby to wave at the camera, and may even be invited to speak about it. 
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Kindergarten Registration 2022-2023   
Kindergarten at the OCDSB is a safe, caring and inclusive learning environment where children learn 
to explore the world, solve problems and make friends. We offer: 

 A full-day, two-year, fully bilingual program 
with 50% English instruction and 50% 
French instruction; 

 An emphasis on dynamic, play-based 
learning for a fun way to help children learn 
and discover; and 

 A caring team of educators with each class 
having a teacher and early childhood 
educator. 

 
If your child will be age four by December 31, 2022, they are ready for kindergarten starting 
September 2022.  If you happen to miss the January registration period, registrations will also be 
willingly accepted anytime during the school year.  To give each child the best beginning possible, our 
Kindergarten program provides a host of unique learning opportunities and experiences. 
 
Parent Information Sessions 
OCV Elementary will be holding a virtual parent information session on Wednesday, 
January 19th at 6:00 pm.  Please use this link to attend. You will learn more about our 
Kindergarten program, meet the Admin team and get useful tips to help your child prepare for 
Kindergarten. To know about the time and date of a school near you, visit OCDSB’s Kindergarten 
Parent Information Nights webpage or the school website. 
 
Registration 
Registration for Kindergarten is an easy three-step process.  
Find your School >> Complete the Registration forms >> Collect Documents.   
For detailed information, including the immunization requirements, visit  ocdsb.ca/register. 
 
Prepare for Kindergarten 
Starting Kindergarten is an exciting adventure for children and their families. But beginning 
something new can also cause big feelings. Your child might be excited, nervous, scared, 
curious, or even shy.  Some strategies that help prepare you and your child inc lude… 

 Talk with your child about their feelings. 

 Recognize it is sometimes just as difficult for you to face the separation from your child as it is 
for your child to face separation from you.  Take comfort from understanding that these 
feelings are normal and they will pass as you and your child grow accustomed to a new 
routine. 

 Attend the “Welcome to Kindergarten” opportunities at your child’s school. 

 Read to your child, preferably daily, in any language.  Select a variety of books of different 
lengths and different subjects.  Relate the pictures to the story.  This enhances language 
development and stimulates children’s curiosity and imagination. 

 Talk with and listen to your child about daily activities - what they are doing; what you are 
doing.  Strong oral communication skills will become a solid foundation for later academic 
achievement. 

 Encourage other adults in your child’s life to emphasize the positive aspects of school: new 
friends, a caring teacher, and opportunities to learn, grow, and have fun.   

 Develop opportunities for your child’s exposure to music, rhythm and rhyming activities which 
help the development of reading skills. 
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 Accustom your child to consistent routines such as getting up at a certain time, getting 
dressed, and so forth. 

 Help your child to develop fine motor skills.  Fine motor skills are those skills involving the 
small muscles of the body and include such activities as drawing, cutting and gluing, as well as 
handling Playdough, building towers of blocks, stringing large beads on a string and catching a 
ball. 

 Review the calendar with your child.  Circle the day on which your child starts school.  You 
may also wish to mark birthdays and special occasions. 

 Prepare your child for successful experiences.  Provide opportunities at home with situations 
that challenge your child.  These self-regulation skills help children feel good about themselves 
and help them realize they can solve their own problems and be supported while doing so. 

 
OCV Elementary School Council Newsletter 
Our OCV Elementary School Council is pleased to share the January 2022 Newsletter with you. 
Check it out!  Plus, don’t miss your chance to say what online activity you would like to see Council 
host this term.  The next OCV Elementary School Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
January 19th at 7:00 pm.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
COMING SOON! 
Lego Club for Grades 3 and 4 and Arts/Crafts Club for Grades 4 and 5 are 
coming soon!  Students will receive a link to join the google classrooms for 
these clubs from their homeroom teachers.  Stay tuned!   
 
Days of Significance 
To all OCV families celebrating or recognizing Feast of the Epiphany, Feast of the Nativity of Christ, 

Orthodox Christmas Day, Baptism of Jesus, Guru Gobind Singh Ji Birthday, Maghi, 
Pasha Putrada Ekadashi, Punjabi Lohri, Makara Sankranti, Orthodox New Year’s 
Day, Thai Pongal, World Religion Day, Tu B’Shevat, Mahayana New Year, Feast of 
the Wedding of Cana, International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the 
Victims of the Holocaust, St. Sava Devine Day and Jashan-e-Sadeh, we wish you 
all the best. 

 
Tamil Heritage Month is celebrated in Ontario every January.  This is an 
opportunity for all to celebrate Tamil culture and recognize the many 
contributions Tamil Canadians have made in communities across the province.  
 
January 27, 2022 is Family Literacy Day!  Tips to encourage reading as a family: 
The following are strategies for parents to foster literacy skills in their child(ren) and 
strengthen their own literacy skills along the way. 

 Ensure your child knows that how well they read or write has nothing to do 
with their intelligence.  Every person is intelligent in their own way and each 
person is unique and needs to learn in the way that best suits them.  With 
practice, your child will become a good reader. 

 The television can be used as a tool.  After your child watches a television 
show or an episode, talk to them about it.  Ask them questions like, “What was your favourite 
part?” or “What was the episode trying to teach the audience?”  This reinforces media literacy 
skills, a medium that is encompassing our lives today. 

 Don’t lose sight of the fact that children model behaviour they see.  Ensure that your child sees 
you reading, whether it’s a book, the mail or a recipe.  This shows your child how important it is 
to read. 

https://mailchi.mp/9d879e973aaf/ocv-elementary-school-council-newsletter-january2022-13477315


 While reading a story to your child, pause to ask them what they predict will happen next or 
have them summarize what has happened in the story thus far.  Good readers think about 
what they are reading and this will reinforce critical thinking skills. 

 Today’s children are influenced by music.  Have your child read the lyrics to their favourite 
song.  When your child hears the song, they will visualize the lyrics they read.  Visualization is 
a reading skill and this practice helps develop the skill. 

 All reading is good reading.  If your child is a reluctant reader, allow them to read comics, a 
graphic novel, a magazine or an instruction manual for their favourite sport.  They will be 
introduced to new words, sentence structure and they will engage their brains with new ideas 
and information. 

 When you are in the mall, grocery store or out for a walk, have your child read signs, posters 
and flyers.  This will enhance their reading skills and teach them to be an active and engaged 
consumer. 

 Families that spend a lot of time in the car can play an audio book and have children follow 
along with the written book in their hands.  You will be surprised how many pages your child 
can get through in a five-minute car ride.  Many libraries have a large collection of audio books. 

 Have your child help you make dinner by reading a recipe.  Making them feel like your helper 
will build your child’s confidence. 

 Play board games that involve making words or reading instructions.  This highlights to your 
child that literacy skills connect with everyday activities and reading is fun. 

 Watch a movie based on a book.  This can inspire your child to read the book because they 
enjoyed the movie so much.  To really enhance critical literacy skills, have your child identify 
the key differences between the movie and the book. 

 The reading process needs to be enjoyable so select books that represent your child’s reading 
ability and not the reading level your child “should” be at.  If your child feels like every time they 
read, they are going to fail or be criticized, they will resist reading. 

 Reading aloud helps children develop pace and voice.  Have your child read to the family dog, 
teddy bear or their younger sibling.  These are non-threatening audiences that will help 
develop your child’s confidence. 

 
Developing literacy skills is a task that requires a lot of patience from the parents and the literacy 
learner.  As such, making the process enjoyable for everyone involved can go a long way to 
alleviating anxiety and opening the doors to developing lifelong literacy skills. 
 
We’re here to help! 
Our office hours are 8:45-4:15.  Please feel free to contact us by phone at 613-596-8753 or by email 
at ocvelementary@ocdsb.ca if you have any questions.  You can also reach out to our Admin Team: 

Susan Bouwer, Kindergarten Vice Principal, susan.bouwer@ocdsb.ca  
Joëlle Rudick, Primary Vice Principal (Grades 1-3), joelle.rudick@ocdsb.ca  
Harry de Roo, Primary Vice Principal (Grades 1-3) harry.de.roo@ocdsb.ca  
Marc Laliberte, Junior Vice Principal (Grades 4-6), marc.laliberte@ocdsb.ca  
 

All the best, 
Rian Bayne 
Principal, Rian.Bayne@ocdsb.ca 
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